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Abstract

Web information retrieval typically aims for providing a few high quality relevant
documents that satisfy the user’s information need. In information retrieval (IR) terms,
the focus is on high precision. There are other IR applications over special text corpora,
where the focus is on retrieving all documents that are relevant to the user’s
information need, i.e. aiming to achieve 100% (total) recall, while keeping precision
acceptable. Examples of total recall IR applications include legal search (looking for all
relevant court decisions to a given legal case), systematic medical reviews (looking for
all relevant research literature to a given disease, in order to prepare a systematic
review for physicians), factory incident reports (finding all relevant incidents to a
scenario being investigated), or desktop search (finding all relevant documents on one’s
desktop). Contrary to web information retrieval, which is generally considered able to
fulfill its mission, thanks to ranking algorithms that exploit the link structure of the
Web, IR on special text corpora is notoriously hard. In this talk, I will review semantic
relatedness measures for text and I will speculate on how they can be applied to address
total recall in interactive information retrieval from special text corpora.
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